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Dear Members:

President George W. Bush had decided to have the shoot of the 5,000-
pound (2,270 kg) satellite as the security advisers suggested its re-entry
could lead to a loss of life.

We wish the mission to be completed on time with good result.

Newsletter Editors



U.S. vows to pay for damage caused
by satellite

U.S. officials said that President George W. Bush had decided to have the Navy
shoot the 5,000-pound (2,270 kg) satellite with a modified tactical missile after
security advisers suggested its re-entry could lead to a loss of life.

The United States pledged to compensate countries if debris lands on their
territory from a dying U.S. spy satellite that the plans to shoot down.

The satellite is carrying more than 1,000 pounds (454 kg) of hydrazine fuel, and
could release much of it as a toxic gas.

on plans to shoot down a disabled L5, spy satellite before it enbars

the atmos

Laumnch date: 2008, Decamber 14 narhern hemisphere
iLawnch location: Vandenberg Air Force Base, Califomia
Weight: 5000 kb

POTENTIAL DANGER:

About half the satellite, including
the fued tank containing hydrazine,
witld survive ne-entry into Earth's
atmaosphere and crash -
Area of taxic spread: * pegis destroyer
About two football fields | 1o carry three missiles aboard




"In the history of the space age, there has not been a single human being who
has been harmed by man-made objects falling from space."

So what could that other reason be?

The veteran space security specialist believes there are several. To him, the
satellite shot is a chance to try out its space defense capabilities; a way to keep
secret material out of the wrong hands.

The primary concern for our human spaceflight program is obviously the risk of
increased orbital debris. First of all, shooting at the satellite when it's just about to
enter the atmosphere over 240 KM height significantly reduces risk,'



'With the current plan, after the target is hit more than 50 percent of the debris

will enter the atmosphere within two orbits. The rest will be down in no more than
a few weeks. This is significantly different than the ASAT test last year (by China),
in which a satellite was hit at around 850 KM - that debris will be in orbit for
decades.
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